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GOVERNING BOARD SPECIAL STUDY SESSION MINUTES – October 21, 2020 

 

The Tempe Union High School District Benedict Education Center Governing Board Room was closed to the 

public to protect against the spread of COVID-19. The special study session was streamed live on YouTube. 
 

 

A. Meeting Opening 

Call to Order 

Ms. Hodge called the study session to order at 5:01 PM. 

 

Roll Call 

Board Members present:  Berdetta Hodge (President), Brian Garcia (Vice President), Andres Barraza, Michelle 

Helm, and Sandy Lowe.  Absent:  None. 

 

B. Social Emotional Wellness 

B-1—Update: Social Emotional Wellness 

Lisa Merrin, Tempe Union Coordinator of Social Emotional Wellness, and Maria Gonzalez, City of Tempe Care 

7 Social Services Coordinator, presented Social Emotional Wellness Update.  Eric Lauer, Tempe Union Social 

Emotional Liaison, Dr. Merrin, Ms. Gonzalez, and Mr. McDonald answered Board members’ questions.  Some 

Governing Board questions/comments: 

 Ms. Hodge said that requesting help needs to be destigmatized and students should have an adult they 

feel comfortable going to; thinks we need a focus group at each school so adults can learn from students 

how to make them feel comfortable. 

 Mr. Garcia said campus professionals can provide interventions but sometimes students need to be 

referred to a third party; have we looked into having third party providers onsite to supplement the work 

of Tempe Union and Care7 staff.  Clinical and therapeutic counseling aren’t appropriate in a school 

environment; with parental permission we can support an outside plan while helping the student get 

through the day and maximize their learning. 

 Mr. Barraza asked how suspensions impact the social and emotional wellness of students when they 

return to school.  Ideally a suspension will be followed by a focused effort to reintegrate and welcome 

the student back.  Restorative practices help students understand and take responsibility for their 

behavior and educate staff to understand behavior is not the whole person.  It is not okay for students 

to feel they don’t belong.   

 Mrs. Helm asked Dr. Merrin to let the Governing Board know the additional resources that may be 

needed so the Board can consider those costs in a future budget. 

 Mrs. Lowe said Boys to Men is a non-profit national organization working with Mountain Pointe 

students; this is a valuable partnership for us and she asked that it be given an opportunity to grow at 

other Tempe Union schools. 

 

Dr. Merrin said it’s important to have a safe, connected and respectful community.  Interventions are not only 

documented visits and conversations.  Social and emotional wellness is about the things that amount to positive 

school culture and climate.   

 

Board members thanked Dr. Merrin and Ms. Gonzalez for their presentation. 

 

C. Meeting Closing 

The study session ended at 6:43 PM. 

 

 
 
Berdetta Hodge, President Brian Garcia, Vice President 
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